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head, and working himself up into a frenzy. The band
accelerates more and more; the crowd follow it all, the
more emotional among them swaying about and trying to
• share in some measure the orgiastic sensations of the
dancer. A few old men sit listless in a comer. They have
seen this sort of thing so many times. Small children look
on with open eyes, staring at the antics, not quite sure
what to make of it all. And all the time the music and the
dancing keep on and on, faster and ever faster, working to
a climax. By now, our friend Neelan has got really worked
up, and the fire of madness is in his eyes. The drummers
are sweating all over in their energetic and really rather
wonderful attainment of a rhythmic climax. Faster and
faster, just like the Red Queen in Alice—faster and faster,
all sharing in the sensation that some loss of control, some
demon-possession maybe, some queer mania is taking hold
of them. Still the old men sit there, bored, but approving ;
some of the women have got thoroughly into the swing of
it, and are nodding their heads and twisting their necks,
faster and ever faster. The noise is tremendous. Who
would have thought that three drums could have made such
effect ? Faster and louder they play—the climax is
terrific. The dancer is now almost in a torment of rapid
contortion^ with blazing eyes and streaming with sweat.
Suddenly, the music stops with a shiver. The drums stop.
The time has come. Now, at this moment, the spirit of the
god has entered into the stone pillar. All are silent.
Many of them fold their hands in an attitude of devotion,
just for a few minutes. Some of them repeat the name of
Rama or another of the demi-gods of Hindu mythology.
The orgy is finished—or, at least, that part of it at which
they don't mind an onlooker. Some of the villagers, with
one more obeisance, turn round and go out into the night,
back to their little mud houses. For them, the annual
event is over. They have been in the presence of What ?
Of magic, of a spirit, sinister if not propitiated ; of a vision
of emotion let loose; of God or of the Devil ?
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